ECLIPSE CONDITIONAL PUNCTUATION KIT

Created for Eclipse Users Paul Zuckerman

INTRODUCTION

This kit contains two Eclipse dictionary files called Conditional Punctuation 1 and Conditional Punctuation 2, which can be merged into your Eclipse main dictionary in order to automate the writing of punctuation marks associated with common words and phrases.  Because the writing of punctuation entails the writing of strokes unspoken by the participants in reported or captioned proceedings, the reporter often struggles to insert punctuation while writing, compromising speed and accuracy.  The entries in these dictionaries were designed to reduce that burden, and the more of them a given reporter can incorporate into his or her writing, the easier the task of reporting will become.  Of course, an individual reporter will likely identify words and phrases that could benefit from the application of the principles utilized in this kit and should be all means create dictionary entries which expand the uses of such principles.

The entries in these dictionaries rely on two features of Eclipse’s artificial intelligence to achieve the goals of this exercise, Conflict Resolution and Conditional Punctuation.  Conflict Resolution is Eclipse’s ability to choose among multiple possible English translations for a given steno stroke.  Conditional Punctuation is Eclipse’s ability to determine whether a particular punctuation mark should or should not be inserted depending on what, if any, mark the reporter may have written.  Conditional punctuation marks used in this kit include the conditional comma, defined as {,?}, and the conditional semicolon, defined as {;?}.  In the Conditional Punctuation Dictionaries included in this kit, these marks have been combined with words and phrases to enable Eclipse to write punctuation automatically.  For illustration, consider the following instances in which the word “yes” is used:

Yes, I do.

I do, yes.

I do, yes, when I have to.

Yes.

The word “yes” commonly appears in association with punctuation marks, principally the comma and/or the period.  The word “yes” may be preceded by a comma, followed by a comma, surrounded by commas, followed by a period, preceded by a period, or be surrounded by periods, as shown above.   Thus, a conditional entry included in this kit is the steno stroke KWRERBGS (the word “yes” and a comma written in one stroke) defined as four possible entries:  \yes\,yes\yes,\,yes,\.  For any of the above examples, the reporter may write KWRERBGS (or modify steno to suit his or her writing) and Eclipse will insert the appropriate punctuation.

In the following examples, the conditional stroke KWEFPLT (the word “yes” and a period written in one stroke) is used:

Yes.  I agree.

I agree.  Yes.

KWEFPLT is defined as \yes\yes{.}\{.}yes and enables Eclipse to determine placement of the period automatically.  Note that if a complete answer or question consisted only of the word “yes,” the reporter could write KWERBGS or KWEFPLT or simply KWE (or whatever stroke the reporter uses for the word “yes”).  Eclipse would yield the following without the reporter’s writing any punctuation mark:

A. Yes.

Q. Yes?  

Conditional Punctuation Dictionary 1 contains entries which require no unpunctuated counterparts to appear in the reporter’s main dictionary.  That is to say, it is not necessary to have a related stroke defined merely as the word or phrase with no conditional punctuation marks because there is no sentence construction which requires it.

Conditional Punctuation Dictionary 2, on the other hand, contains entries which require counterpart or companion entries in the main dictionary.  These counterparts are used when no punctuation marks would be associated with the word in question.  For example, consider the word “no.”  When “no” is used as an adjective, as in “I have no doubt,” there is no associated punctuation.  When used as an interjection, as in “No, I will not,” or “I will not, no,” or “I will not, no, nor will you,” the word “no” may be followed by, preceded by, or surrounded by commas.  Thus, the entry TPHORBGS, which is defined as \no\{,?}no\no{,?}\{,?}no{,?}, is used when the reporter would ordinarily write one or more commas in association with the word no, whereas TPHO, defined simply as “no,” is used when the word is an adjective.  Eclipse  therefore “learns” whether commas are necessary and where to insert them in the case of  TPHORBGS, but the reporter should not use this stroke when the word “no” is an adjective and should instead use TPHO.

INSTRUCTIONS

The Metadictionary

Eclipse’s Metadictionary is a set of instructions which informs Eclipse how certain entries are to behave.   You must first check your Eclipse Metadictionary to determine if it contains the required entries for conditional punctuation marks.  Open User Settings (Alt+U) and select the Programming tab.  From the pull-down list beginning with Autoreplacements, select Metadictionary:
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Use the Find button to search for {,?}
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Hit OK.  If the entry is in your Metadictionary, you will see the following:
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If your Metadictionary contains the conditional comma, {,?}, it also contains the conditional semicolon, {;?} and there is no need to search for it.  If  not, you can type these entries manually, or copy and paste them into your Metadictionary from the text below.  To mark and copy a line, place your cursor at the beginning of the line and hit Shift+End, the Ctl+C.   (Note: if this instructions document is a PDF file opened in Adobe Acrobat, you must first use the Text Select Tool or the Select Text menu command found in the Tools/Basic menu of Adobe Acrobat before you can mark text.)  Then in Eclipse, create a new line in the Metadictionary by placing your cursor at the end of any existing line and hitting Enter.  Place your cursor on the new blank line to before pasting the marked text.  Hit Ctl+V to paste.  Repeat the process for the second line below, the conditional semicolon.

{,?}={/</"[.][;][?][:][-][,][--][],/></|-/?CPC}

{;?}={/<^[,]/"[.][;][?][:][-][--][];/></|-/?CPC}

The Conditional Dictionaries

Before merging the entries in Conditional Punctuation Dictionaries 1 and 2 into your main dictionary, you should open them, review the entries, change the steno for entries you would write differently than shown, and select the entries you wish to utilize.

Begin by pressing F9.  If a job is on the screen, you will see this dialogue:
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Use the Browse button, which will display the following dialogue (which you will also see if no job was on the screen when you pressed F9):
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Use the pull-down field next to Look In by clicking on the arrow to the right of the field or hitting F4 function key:

Select the EclipseNT folder to display its contents:
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Select Conditional Punctuation 1 to open this dictionary:
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The Conditional Punctuation 1 entries are displayed as follows for reference:

U HU  =  \uh-huh\{,?}uh-huh\uh-huh{,?}\{,?}uh-huh{,?}

O*  =  \oh\{,?}oh\oh{,?}\{,?}oh{,?}

H-PL H-PL  =  \uh-huh\{,?}uh-huh\uh-huh{,?}\{,?}uh-huh{,?}

HU HU  =  \uh-uh\{,?}uh-uh\uh-uh{,?}\{,?}uh-uh{,?}

PHAPL  =  \ma'am\{,?}ma'am\ma'am{,?}\{,?}ma'am{,?}

KWRES  =  \yes, sir\{,?}yes, sir\yes, sir{,?}\{,?}yes, sir{,?}

KWREURBGS  =  \yes, your Honor\{,?}yes, your Honor\yes, your Honor{,?}\{,?}yes, your Honor{,?}

KWREURPBS  =  \yes, your Honor\{,?}yes, your Honor\yes, your Honor{,?}\{,?}yes, your Honor{,?}

KWR*EPL  =  \yes, ma'am\{,?}yes, ma'am\yes, ma'am{,?}\{,?}yes, ma'am{,?}

THAURPBS  =  \thank you, your Honor\{,?}thank you, your Honor\thank you, your Honor{,?}\{,?}thank you, your Honor{,?}

TPOEBGS  =  \for example\{,?}for example\for example{,?}\{,?}for example{,?}

TPOEUPBS  =  \for instance\{,?}for instance\for instance{,?}\{,?}for instance{,?}

TPHOS  =  \no, sir\{,?}no, sir\no, sir{,?}\{,?}no, sir{,?}

TPHOPL  =  \no, ma'am\{,?}no, ma'am\no, ma'am{,?}\{,?}no, ma'am{,?}

TPHOURPBS  =  \no, your Honor\{,?}no, your Honor\no, your Honor{,?}\{,?}no, your Honor{,?}

TPHO*PL  =  \no, ma'am\{,?}no, ma'am\no, ma'am{,?}\{,?}no, ma'am{,?}

STHART  =  \{;?}is that right\is that right\{;?}is that right{,?}

STHARBG  =  \{;?}is that correct\is that correct\{;?}is that correct{,?}

STHRARBG  =  {;?}is that correct

STPHART  =  \{;?}isn't that right\isn't that right\{;?}isn't that right{,?}

STPHARBG  =  \{;?}isn't that correct\isn't that correct\{;?}isn't that correct{,?}

Before merging any or all of the entries in this dictionary into your main dictionary, examine the steno for each entry to determine if you would write the entry as shown.  To change the steno for an entry, select the entry by double-left-clicking with your mouse or scrolling with your cursor arrows to the desired entry and hitting Enter.  The following dialogue will appear:
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Use the Steno button to change the Steno with Eclipse Virtual Steno Machine:
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To erase the existing steno, hit the Backspace or Delete key on your keyboard.  Enter the new steno and hit Okay or Enter.

If you wish to incorporate only some entries of the dictionary into your Main Dictionary, you must mark the check boxes to the left of each desired entry by clicking on it with your mouse or scrolling to the entry with the cursor arrows and using the space bar to mark.  Once the desired entries have been checked, hit Alt+W to copy the selected entries into your Main Dictionary.  In the File Name Field, type the name of your Main Dictionary, or select it from the list of displayed dictionaries.  Hit Open or Enter to transfer the marked entries to your Main Dictionary.  Eclipse will ask if you’re sure you want to perform the desired operation on the marked entries.  This is a last chance to change your mind before copying the entries.  Answer Yes to proceed, No to abort the procedure.

If you wish to merge all the entries in Conditional Punctuation Dictionary 1 into your Main Dictionary, close Conditional Punctuation Dictionary 1 by hitting Ctl+Q and open your Main Dictionary by hitting F9, then Enter.  Hit Alt+R, then F4 to select the EclipseNT folder:
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From the contents of the EclipseNT folder, select Conditional Punctuation 1 and hit Open or Enter.  All of the entries in Conditional Punctuation 1 will be merged into your main dictionary.

Repeat the instructions above to open and select entries for Conditional Punctuation Dictionary 2, which contains the following entries.

URPBS  =  \your Honor\{,?}your Honor\your Honor{,?}\{,?}your Honor{,?}

AOEUGS  =  \I guess\{,?}I guess\I guess{,?}\{,?}I guess{,?}

R-GT  =  \{;?}right\right\{;?}right{,?}

HOUFRBGS  =  \however\{,?}however\however{,?}\{,?}however{,?}

HOUFRPBLGTS  =  \however\{;?}however\however{,?}\{;?}however{,?}

HAOERBGS  =  \here\{,?}here\here{,?}\{,?}here{,?}

PH*RGS  =  {,?}Ms.

PHOEFRBGS  =  \moreover\{,?}moreover\moreover{,?}\{,?}moreover{,?}

PHR*R  =  {,?}Mr.

PHR*RS  =  {,?}Mrs.

KR-BGT  =  \{;?}correct\correct\{;?}correct{,?}

KWR-PB  =  \you know\{,?}you know\you know{,?}\{,?}you know{,?}

KWRERBGS  =  \yes\{,?}yes\yes{,?}\{,?}yes{,?}

KWREFPLT  =  \yes\yes{.}\{.}yes

KWRARBGS  =  \yeah\{,?}yeah\yeah{,?}\{,?}yeah{,?}

KWRAFPLT  =  \yeah\yeah{.}\{.}yeah

TAORBGS  =  \too\{,?}too\too{,?}\{,?}too{,?}

THURBGS  =  \thus\{,?}thus\thus{,?}\{,?}thus{,?}

THEPBGS  =  \then\{,?}then\then{,?}\{,?}then{,?}

THORBGS  =  \though\{,?}though\though{,?}\{,?}though{,?}

THAURBGS  =  \thank you\{,?}thank you\thank you{,?}\{,?}thank you{,?}

TPHORBGS  =  \no\{,?}no\no{,?}\{,?}no{,?}

TPHOFPLT  =  \no\no{.}\{.}no

TPHOURBGS  =  \now\{,?}now\now{,?}\{,?}now{,?}

TPHAOEUFBGT  =  \in fact\{,?}in fact\in fact{,?}\{,?}in fact{,?}

SEUR  =  \sir\{,?}sir\sir{,?}\{,?}sir{,?}

SAEURBGS  =  \say\{,?}say\say{,?}\{,?}say{,?}

SROERBGS  =  \of course\{,?}of course\of course{,?}\{,?}of course{,?}

SKWR-LS  =  \also\{,?}also\also{,?}\{,?}also{,?}

SKWR-PBLG  =  \Judge\{,?}Judge\Judge{,?}\{,?}Judge{,?}

SKWREUBL  =  \I believe\{,?}I believe\I believe{,?}\{,?}I believe{,?}

SKWREUPBG  =  \I think\{,?}I think\I think{,?}\{,?}I think{,?}

SKWRAEPBL  =  \generally\{,?}generally\generally{,?}\{,?}generally{,?}

SKWRAOETS  =  \either\{,?}either\either{,?}\{,?}either{,?}

SKWRAOEUTS  =  \either\{,?}either\either{,?}\{,?}either{,?}

SKWRAOEUGS  =  \I guess\{,?}I guess\I guess{,?}\{,?}I guess{,?}

STPHRAOES  =  \please\{,?}please\please{,?}\{,?}please{,?}

As discussed earlier, the entries in this dictionary require companion or unpunctuated counterpart entries in your Main Dictionary which do not contain conditional punctuation as part of their definitions.  For example, the last entry, STPHRAOES, would not work in the sentence “Please go to the store.”  It is intended to be used in sentences like “Answer the question, please,” or “Please, if you will, answer the question,” or “I beg you, please, not to do that.”  A separate entry, perhaps PHRAOES, defined simply as the word “please,” would be used in the sentence “Please go to the store.”

Conflict Resolution

Each conflict created in Eclipse must “learn” how to choose from among the possible definitions separated by the back slashes in its definition.  It does so when you pick a conflict while editing.  The entries in this kit have, for the most part, “learned” how to select correctly through previous editing by the author and should by and large work correctly.  If an entry picks incorrectly, simply repick while editing.  Whenever the cursor lands on a conflict in an Eclipse job, the conflict is displayed in the lower left corner of your Eclipse screen, on the status bar.  The possible choices are numbered.  Simply hit the correct numbered entry on your computer keyboard, and Eclipse’s knowledge about that conflict will be refined and pick more accurately during future translations.  (A note of caution:  When selecting unpicked conflicts or reselecting picked conflicts, DO NOT select where you have made an error by writing the wrong word preceding or following the conflict.  Because Eclipse’s conflict logic is grammatically based, if you teach Eclipse to pick among conflicts when you have made errors in accompanying strokes, you may be inadvertently teaching Eclipse a rule that should not be followed, thus foiling future selection.  For example, suppose you had a conflict for “into” and “in to” defined as \into\in to.  In a given instance, if you wrote “He came into store” instead of “He came into the store” and then selected “into” instead of “in to” you would be teaching Eclipse that when the conflict is preceded by a verb and followed by a verb, select “into.”  This would be an incorrect rule, because in the sentence “He came in to store his food,” “in to” is clearly correct and “into” is not.  In such instances, type in the correct text and delete the conflict.  Note also that Eclipse selects conflicts while translating, not while you’re editing previously translated jobs.  Thus, when you define a newly created conflict, you will have to select the correct conflict choice each time it appears in the job you’re editing.  The rules learned will be applied to future translations.)

The Slop Stroke

In order to avoid having to “teach” misstroked or alternate steno versions of conflicts in Eclipse, do not create new conflicts for these misstrokes and alternate versions.  They will know nothing about their correctly or alternately stroked companions who are already “intelligent.”  Instead, define such strokes as Slop Strokes; that is, strokes which, when translating, are referred to an existing stroke, including conflicts which are already intelligent.  To create a slop stroke while globalling (Ctl+G), or adding new entries (Ctl+D), instead of typing an English definition into the definition window for such entries, hit Ctl+E (special entries) and select Slop Stroke from the list, entering the steno in the virtual steno machine for the existing “intelligent” conflict when prompted, or type

{=X}
where X stands for the steno stroke to which you wish the entry to refer.  For example, suppose I had a misstroke for the word “sir,” because I frequently drag final B when writing SEUR, writing SEURB instead.  I would define SEURB as {=SEUR} in order to make my misstroke instantly aware of everything that SEUR already knows about conflict resolution.

SUMMARY

Use the entries in this kit to automate the insertion of punctuation marks associated with common words and phrases, reducing by a significant percentage the strokes you write during the course of a given job.  Use the principles illustrated by the entries in this kit to devise your own conflicts for words and phrases not anticipated by this kit.  You should find yourself less fatigued at the end of a given reporting or captioning job, you should find it easier to keep up with rapid speech as well as write more accurately, and your transcript should require less editing.

Suggestions or comments may be sent to Paul Zuckerman at pzuckerman@msn.com
